
 

 

 
  
    

  

    
     

     
           

  

 
    

      
   

 
 

   
    
  

  
 

 

 
     

   
   

    
 

     
     

   
   

     
  

 
       
        

       
        

        
 

 
  

 
    

DEQ Requests Comments on Lincoln City’s 
Proposed Additional Cleanup Actions for the 
Schooner Creek Discovery Park Soccer Field Site 
Date posted: Sept. 1, 2026 

The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality invites the public to submit written comments on the draft 
engineering design report prepared for the City of Lincoln City’s additional cleanup action to address residual 
petroleum contamination at the former Taft Elementary School site. The city is redeveloping the former school 
property into Schooner Creek Discovery Park and soccer field. Formal comment period is from Sept. 1 through 
Sept. 15, 2026. 

How to provide public comment 
Facility name: Former Taft Elementary Site Submit written comments: 
Project location: 4815 SE 51st St. in Lincoln City By mail: Margaret Oscilia, Oregon DEQ, 165 E. 
Comments due by: Tuesday, Sept. 15, 2026, at 5 Seventh Ave., Suite 100, Eugene, OR 97401 
p.m. By email: margaret.oscilia@deq.oregon.gov 

Proposal highlights 
The former Taft Elementary site at 4815 SE 51st St. in Lincoln City was used as a bus refueling station from 
1969 until June 1998, when the school district decommissioned the underground storage tank systems by 
removal. During the decommissioning process, the school district excavated some contaminated soil for offsite 
disposal. However, residual soil, soil gas, and groundwater petroleum-based contamination remains at the site. 

On March 10, 2020, after the site was investigated, DEQ issued a conditional no further action determination 
with restrictions placed on the property deed to the school district. The property owner, which is now the city, 
must maintain the protective cap, restrict groundwater use, and manage contamination soil or groundwater 
with a contaminated material media plan. The deed restrictions also prohibit the use of ground floor or below-
ground level housing, and the property owner must notify DEQ if a rezoning application is being considered or 
if the property is transferred. 

Lincoln City plans to build a soccer field at the Schooner Discovery Park over where the protective cap is 
located. The city intends to remove the additional contaminated soil and treat the soil and groundwater by 
adding an amendment chemical called oxygen release compound (ORC) that breaks down petroleum 
products. Those two cleanup actions will address the source of residual contamination with the intent of 
eliminating soil gas levels over time that have migrated off-site along parts of 51st Street. The draft engineering 
design report describes the cleanup actions being proposed. 

DEQ is seeking public comments on the proposed cleanup action. 

Funding for the cleanup actions will be provided by the city and from Business Oregon Brownfields Program. 
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For more information 
View site and project information on Your DEQ Online. Additionally, draft engineering design report and 
supporting documents can be found online at: ordeq.org/LUST21-96-4114. 
If you do not have web access and want to review the project file, please contact Margaret Oscilia, DEQ 
project manager, at 503-726-6522 or margaret.oscilia@deq.oregon.gov to view the documents in person at a 
DEQ office. 
Leaking Underground Storage Tank ID: 21-96-4114 

The next step 
All comments on the draft engineering design report must be received by Sept. 15, 2026, at 5 p.m. 
Comments will be reviewed, and changes may be made prior to finalizing the draft engineering design 
report. Following finalization of the draft engineering design report, Lincoln City will implement the remedy. 
Once the remedy is completed, Lincoln City may request modification to the property dead removing the 
protective cap requirement. 

Non-discrimination statement 
DEQ does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, sex, religion, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or marital status in the administration of its programs and activities. 
For translation and other formats, visit DEQ’s Civil Rights and Environmental Justice page. 
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